
Daniel Halden <daniel.halden@lacity.org>

Situation of Homelessness - out of control!
1 message

Sean Starkey <sean.starkey@lacity.org> Fri, Apr 12, 2019 at 6:33 PM
To: alek3773@gmail.com
Bcc: Daniel.Halden@lacity.org

Alek,

Are you available to talk on the phone next week?

Either Monday (4/15) at 5p or Wednesday (4/17) at 1:30p?

 Sean Starkey
 Hollywood Field Deputy
 Office of Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell, 13th District
 13th District, City of Los Angeles
 1722 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026

 Phone (213) 207-3015 | Cell (213) 261-1545 | www.cd13.com
HEART of Hollywood | Schrader Bridge Housing | CD13 Year in Review

Find the Councilmember on:    

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Alek <alek3773@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 9, 2019 at 4:30 PM
Subject: Re: Situation of Homelessness - out of control!
To: Dan Halden <daniel.halden@lacity.org>, City of LA - Paul Koretz <paul.koretz@lacity.org>
Cc: Marisol Salguero <marisol.rodriguez@lacity.org>, Mayor of LA - Eric Garcetti <mayor.garcetti@lacity.org>

Dear City Representatives,
   
I would like to reach out - and, once again, express my concern with our growing homeless encampment
population all over the city. Particularly in Hollywood, the situation seems to get worse by the month!
   
I think, one of the most effective solutions would be - toughening (and enforcing) the Laws against the
transients. As I'm sure you know, the vast majority of the transients are drug addicts and criminals
(released from prison under the disastrous Prop 47). The encampments not only cause a serious health
hazard - including spread of the diseases (and now we've had rats running around in the L.A. City Hall!),
but what's worse - the crime around these encampments has skyrocketed! I've seen fights and other
chaos break-out daily at these encampments. (Thanks to the councilman Paul Koretz, a large
encampment at the Poinsettia Park has, thankfully, been cleaned! -- So, let me extend a big Thank You to
Mr. Paul Koretz!)
   
The quality of life in L.A. has degraded substantially, and it is an embarrassment to the entire world - that
the City of Angels has now become the Capital of Transit Encampments.What those transients have
been doing to our city streets is truly despicable, yet the City Officials don't seem to take enough
action to stop this from happening.
    
So, once again, please consider implementing (and enforcing) tougher laws - the Laws that would prevent
entirely these drug addicts from installing any & all encampments on public streets. The encampments
could be, perhaps, erected somewhere outside, far away from the city - in unincorporated areas. But right
now, L.A. overall - and Hollywood in particular - is in a truly depressing condition. Streets like Sunset
Blvd, La Brea Avenue, Selma Avenue - just to name a few - have become some of the most disgusting,
and dangerous, places around...
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Thank you, in advance, for taking action and for considering tougher laws!
Sincerely,
  
 ~ Alek Friedman
Resident of Hollywood, California
  

----- Original Message -----
From: Dan Halden
To: Alek
Cc: Marisol Salguero
Sent: Monday, February 05, 2018 19:23
Subject: Re: Situation of Homelessness - out of control!

Alexander,

Thank you for your email.  We are working to address the situation in a number of ways.  I will call you directly at the
number provided to further discuss.

Best Regards,

Dan Halden
Hollywood Field Deputy
Office of Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell, 13th District
1722 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90026
(213) 207-3015 | daniel.halden@lacity.org | www.cd13.com

 

On Mon, Feb 5, 2018 at 2:45 PM, Mitch O'Farrell <councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org> wrote:
FYI
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Alek <alek3773@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Feb 5, 2018 at 2:43 PM
Subject: Re: Situation of Homelessness - out of control!
To: Mitch O'Farrell <councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org>

Good afternoon.
The homelessness occurs all over Hollywood (and surrounding neighborhoods).
This includes encampments in:
    - Poinsettia Park;
    - Hollywood Blvd and Gower Street;
    - North Wilcox Ave and Santa Monica Blvd;
    - North Cahuenga Blvd and Santa Monica Blvd;
and others.
 
Thank you.
 

----- Original Message -----
From: Mitch O'Farrell
To: Alek
Sent: Monday, February 05, 2018 12:02
Subject: Re: Situation of Homelessness - out of control!

Greetings,

Thank you so much for your email, we greatly appreciate your concern. Would it be possible to obtain an address for the
location in reference in Hollywood. We would like to place you in contact with appropriate Deputy for Councilmember Mitch
O'Farrell, who can address the matter. Please advise. 

My best,

On Sun, Feb 4, 2018 at 1:39 PM, Alek <alek3773@gmail.com> wrote:
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Dear City Representatives:
     
I have sent you an email months ago (I'm sure you read it).  However, not only did I not receive a
response from you, but the homelessness situation continues getting worse.  Los Angeles has, shamefully,
become a massive Homeless Heaven.  The quality of life is degrading, tourism is plummeting, crime is
increasing, and ordinary people seem to have less privileges than the drug addicts!
     
This has got to stop. 
    
The City has implemented Laws regarding the homeless encampments -- including no tents during daytime
hours, and no blocking of sidewalks. Unfortunately, both of those laws are not enforced, and our police
officers are driving by those encampments daily without fining the violators.
      
Once again, as a resident of L.A. for 27 years, I am extremely frustrated with the situation, and I strongly urge
for you to take measures -- to ensure that the Laws are strictly enforced so that we start getting out of the
quagmire that we are sinking in...
   
*Please also refer to the earlier correspondence (see below)
   
Thank you.
 ~ Alek Friedman
323 • 465 • 8511
  
 

----- Original Message -----
From: Alek
To: alek3000@sbcglobal.net
Sent: Thursday, November 09, 2017 10:54
Subject: Fw: Situation of Homelessness - out of control!
Dear Honorable Mayor and City Council-members:
        
First off, Thank you for your work!  Also, sorry for a mass-mailer... but I believe, that's perhaps the quickest -- and most
efficient -- way to reach the L.A. City Council members at once.  And this concerns a very serious issue.
       
As a resident of Los Angeles for 25+ years, I am deeply frustrated by the current situa�on with homeless and
transients ge�ng out of control.  -- Especially in the Hollywood area!  Here is a list of problems:
    • Our sidewalks are filled with encampments;
    • Transients have become totally impudent, openly disregarding the Law;
    • Transients are crea�ng serious nuisance for pedestrians;
    • Transients and homeless are openly trashing and li�ering are streets, yet they do not get fined for it.  Why are they
ge�ng away with TOTAL IMPUNITY and Lawlessness?!;
    • The streets of Hollywood (a major tourist des�na�on!) are becoming a one massive "Skid row" -- and that's not even
men�oning the huge homeless encampments near the L.A. Union Sta�on, close to the 101 Freeway;
    • There is li�le-to-no enforcement of the Law:  Police does not seem to bother with it -- and does not arrest the Law-
breaking transients;
    • Crime has increased all over the city, according to the latest reports; -- this is largely due to, once again, transients'
total impunity and having the freedom to do what they want;
    • Our once-safe streets have been invaded with crackheads and drug addicts, jeopardizing everyone's safety;
    • Quality of life has severely degraded, as a result of transients' invasion;
    • Tourism is dropping (obviously; who would want to return to the city -- with filthy, blighted streets filled with
encampments?!);
    • Economy is declining (truly, countless number of homeless encampments and their li�ering and commi�ng
crimes affects not only local businesses and safety, but our economy overall);
    • The Bureau of Sanita�on does not clean the encampments on �me; it takes months (!) to finally start seeing some
cleaning up.
         
A friend of mine just returned from a two-month vaca�on -- traveling around the world. And he eloquently stated
that Los Angeles seems to have THE WORST homeless problem than ANY place he's visited (including third-world); he is
ready to tes�fy to this statement, if needed.
   
CLEARLY, WE NEED ACTION AND START ENFORCING THE LAWS!!
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*A�ached please find some photos (which I recently took) -- depic�ng what kind of "dump" our city has become.  Below
are my sugges�ons on what truly needs to be done - in order to start resolving the situa�on.
       
    (1) We need much stricter enforcement -- in regards to homeless encampments.  According to the Law, No tents
should be erected during day�me hours; also, no encampments shall block the sidewalks.  Unfortunately, in most cases
both of these laws are violated.  Therefore, the Law must be fully enforced.  The Police should not only issue cita�ons,
but should also arrest those brazen law-breakers!
    (2) We need new, stricter, Laws -- that would ul�mately prohibit installing camping tents ANYWHERE in the city, public
space, public sidewalk. etc. -- except for industrial and/or unincorporated areas.  But one way or another: it is u�erly
ridiculous and disgus�ng that we have allowed for homeless & transients to set-up encampments on public streets and
sidewalks. This has got to change!  Once again, encampmentsshould ONLY be legally allowed in unincorporated areas,
outside the city.
    (3) O�en�mes, the transients would return to the area immediately a�er a clean-up. This should be monitored and
prohibited. The homeless/transients should never ever be allowed to re-install their encampments! -- Or else, face
severe fines and jail-�me;
    (4) The Bureau of Sanita�on (and/or other City services) needs to be more responsive, and clean-up the encampments
promptly, without having to wait for weeks (or even months);
   
As you can understand, it is appalling and frustra�ng that our quality of life has degraded substan�ally in, what used to
be, a safe & clean city.  The problem with homeless encampments is in part due to the recently passed Prop. 47 --
allowing thousands of inmates to be released.  Unfortunately, the State failed to follow its promise, and -- while the
former inmates are now out in the streets -- they did not get the promised help and/or accommoda�ons.  Here is a great
ar�cle that puts things into perspec�ve:
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/article122675524.html
    
I call upon the L.A. City Council, and the Mayor, to start taking immediate ac�on in regards to the issue.  Personally, I will
try to permanently move from Los Angeles as soon as the opportunity permits, in the given circumstances.  I don't want
my future family (and kids) to grow-up in a city full of crime, homeless, and endless encampments. 
    
Lastly, on a slightly different subject (although it is somewhat related to the main issue): please update our city's Design
Guidelines -- to start requiring installing decora�ve sidewalks / enhanced sidewalks / paverson all of our streets. 
Currently, our sidewalks are hideous; their naked, u�litarian appearance -- with nothing be�er than concrete & cement --
actually deters pedestrian life while a�rac�ng homelessness.  Remember, homeless & transients are much more likely to
invade a u�litarian concrete naked sidewalk -- rather than an aesthe�cally clean sidewalk with decora�ve pavement. 
Therefore, it is impera�ve that sidewalk pavers become a standard for our City.  All over the world -- including most U.S.
ci�es -- decora�ve pavers are installed; except for Los Angeles.  Time to update our an�quated design guideline, as far as
our sidewalks!
          
Thank you for reviewing my comments. I look forward to a successful resolu�on.
       
Sincerely,
       
 ~ Alexander Friedman
Hollywood, California
323 • 465 • 8511.

http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/article122675524.html

